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DEAN CONI SON SIGNS LETTER IN SUPPORT
OF THE RULE OF LAW IN GEORGIA
gal education, supported by a
system of accreditation, is vital
Staff Writer
for ensuring a high quality legal system and an independent
cently,
Valparaiso
judiciary."
University School of
Soon after Conison left
aw's Dean Jay Conison attended a conference on
Judicial Independent and Legal Education organized by
the American Bar Association
(ABA) in Tbilisi, Georgia.
Conison is vice chair of the
ABA committee and is responsible for the accreditation
of law schools in the United
States. He was invited to the
region in an effort to help establish an accreditation system
for Georgia's newly forming
legal education system. Currently, Georgia's legal system
is rapidly transitioning toward
a western style legal system.
Conison commented that,
"Georgia is a country com- Tbilisi, fighting broke out bemitted to strengthening its le- tween Russia and Georgia.
gal and judicial institutions. Conison stated that the fightThere is wide recognition that ing partly occurred because,
building a strong system of le-

BY EDWARD FARMER

ru

"Russia feels threatened by the
westernization of Georgia and
wishes to stop the movement of
Georgia toward a western legal
system." To support the Georgians, Conison and 69 other

deans of law schools in the
United States joined together
and signed a letter stating their
support of international norms

of conduct and the rule of law
in the region. In their letter the
deans stated, "The actions of
Russia threaten ... the people
of Georgia and the Georgians'
commitment to values we hold
fundamental and
daily teach to our
students." The letter was sent to the
U.S. Department
of State, numerous Congressional
delegations, Condoleezza
Rice,
and political and
academic figures
in Tbilisi.
Dean Conison
asks the students
of VUSL to similarly support the
Georgians. "See
the Georgians as
friends who share
our values and goals and wish

see GEORGIA page 6

Your right to light goes
up in smoke
BY JON MORRIS
Staff Writer

A

nother year of school,
another new regulation to obey. The restriction of the day is a complete ban on the use of any
and all tobacco products on
University property. The rule
seems easy enough to understand. However, if this rule
is to be enforced, it would be
nice to know exactly what the
administration expects from
students, faculty and staff who
normally partake in some form
of tobacco product.
The University website
has an outdated smoking policy buried in the depths of their
intranet page, which I was unable to find without help. After
reading the policy, which outlines designated smoking areas on a map then briefly men-
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tions, in the last sentence, that
Valparaiso University will be
a tobacco free environment as
of July 1st, 2008; it seems that
there is no clear and concise
official non-smoking policy.
The official policy statement
on the university marketing
website is simply "Valparaiso
University is a tobacco-free
environment."
Adding fuel to the fire of
confusion are signs posted on
the exterior doors of the law
school informing students,
faculty, and staff that there
will be no smoking allowed on
campus property, but you may
enjoy tobacco products in your
car.
This is a difficult article
to write, particularly because I
am unable to find a real nonsmoking policy with a clear
statement of expectations and
consequences anywhere in the
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Valparaiso University Community.
With_ no hope of informing you about the realities or
certainties of this new policy,
I have turned to law students,
undergraduate students, faculty, and staff of Valparaiso
University for their opinions
on the matter. The majority of the people interviewed
agreed that smoking is bad,
second hand smoke is worse,
and that this new policy is a bit
unnecessary. Approximately
four people were strongly in
favor of the policy, mostly because they dislike the smell of
smoke. Many more than four
people were indifferent. I was
shocked.
It seems that the university
administration disagrees with
the results of my interviews and
believes smoking is something

Law school
welcon1es
new
professors
BY AMBER WAGGONER
Staff writer

W

hen a professor begins his or her career here, similar
to when a new student starts
at the Valparaiso University
School of Law, they become
a part of the VUSL family.
New teachers bring new ideas
and fresh teaching methods tO
an already very unique group.
VUSL has recently welcomed
four new teachers into the family including: Professor Blum,
Professor Murray, Professor
Andrews and Professor Ching.
You may have already noticed that when a new school
year begins, and students are
scrambling to get all of their
work and meetings done, it
may be hard to find time to get
to know your fellow students,
let alone all of your professors. Not to mention, with all
their professional experience
and their neatly pressed suits,
students are easily intimidated
by professors. But like you
and me, professors are regular
people with regular lives who
just happen to be attorneys as
well.
As I previously said, each
new professor brings something unique and different to
our school. Professor Blum, for
instance comes to our school
after teaching at the renown~d
Howard University School of
Law. He also practiced law
for 10 years in New York City.
He has done many criminal
appeals, including numerous
murder cases and dozens of
oral arguments. (No, lLs this
does not mean you can camp
out around his office for help
during the appellate briefs, so
leave your sleeping bags at
home.) As one of the highest
points in his career, he was the
Union Vice president for the
New York City Labor Against
the War; he worked under the
president of the union shortly

see SMOKING page 1
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NEWS
Cambridge Summer Abroad 2008
BY HEATHER LOOBY

solving the conflict between the Israelis
and Palestinians.
For the final day in London, many

White invited several local speakers to
our class including Peter Cartwright, a
Professor of Consumer Protection Law

students opted to attend the Changing
of the Guard at the Forecourt of Buckingham Palace, and visit major tourist
attractions such as Tower Bridge and
Harrods's Department Store. Following their visits, students boarded a train
to what would become their new home

from the University ofNottingham who
gave a detailed explanation of market
discipline and consumer protection in
banking.
The next weekend the group traveled to the Netherlands where Professor Geneva Brown introduced students
to International Criminal Law
material she would be teaching.
That Friday, the class boarded a
plane bound for Anlsterdam, later traveling by train to Den Haag,
also known as "The Hague." The
Hague is home to over 150 legal
organizations, including the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia (ICTY),
the Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR), the International Court of Justice (also known
as the World Court or ICJ), and
the International Criminal Court
(ICC).
The class received an exclusive tour
of the Peace Palace which houses the
ICJ and serves as the principal judicial
body of the United ~ations. The group
then met Professor Penelope Andrews
at the International Criminal Court and
attended the arraignment of former rebel leader and
Vice-President of the
Democratic
Republic of
the Congo,
Jean-Pierre
BembaGombo.
Back in
Cambridge,
classes
resumed their
Monday
through
Thursday
schedule at

Executit,re Editor

T

he first week of our summer
abroad began with the Cambridge trip rite of passage known
as Legal London. This whirlwind week
included studying the process of law- ·
making in Parliamentary Government
and the adjudication of civil and criminal cases in England. The ten students
who attended were led by Professor Ed
Gaffney of Valpo Law.
For our first night together in London, Professor Gaffney arranged for
the entire class to attend a production
of Shakespeare's "King Lear" at the
internationally known, Globe Theatre.
Viewing "King Lear" was meant to
show students what happens in a lawless society and introduce us to the
concepts which we would be covering
in Gaffney's week-long class.
The first day of our course was
aimed

~t

studying cumparalivc cuu::sc.i-

tutionallaw between the United Kingdom and the United States. This included a trip to the Houses of Parliament to
view judicial committee hearings and
an informational meeting with Leslie
Tsou, a diplomat on the staff of the
United States Embassy. Later that evening at Ramsay Hall, our residence for
the week, Professor Gaffney introduced
us to international and transnational law
in order to prepare us for the rest of the
week's agenda. This agenda included
having tea at the Houses of Parliament
with Lord Woolf, Former
Chief Justice of England
and Wales, a meeting with
two international corporate
lawyers at the London office of Bird & Bird and a
visit to the Royal Courts of
Justice.
Professor Gaffney focused much of the week
enlightening students of
the issues associated with
the ongoing Israeli - Palestinian conflict, which stems
from a dispute over national identities and landclaims of both gioups.
To further our understanding of this
conflict, Professor Gaffney arranged for
us to meet with foreign dignitaries such
as Egyptian Ambassador Gehad Madi
and the Palestinian General Delegate to
the U.K. Manuel Hassassian. Students
also spoke with Donatella Rovera of
Amnesty International about possible
solutions which could be utilized in re-

for the remainder of the month at Huntingdon Road in Cambridge, England.
Professor Gaffney's Legal London
exam was held that Monday after which
students began two courses; Comparative Criminal Law taught by Professor
Geneva Brown, and Comparative Consumer Protection with Professor Alan
White.
Professor Brown's Criminal Law
course focused on international criminal law with
an emphasis on the Bosnian and Rwandan conflicts. Professor White's
class examined the simi-·
larities and differences
between the European
Union and United States
legal systems treatment of
consumer protection laws,
focusing on such topics as
advertising, distance sales
practices and the regulation of credit. Professor

the Valparaiso University (VU) Center.
Classes were held in the same location
where students were staying, making
it convenient to walk
across the hall to attend class lectures. The
early morning classes
allowed students the
rest of the day to study
and explore the Cambridge area.
After
making
friends with local bartenders, some students
found entertainment
as regulars at Sir Issac ~ewton Pub and
The Pickering Inn.
Both conveniently located within walking
distance of the VU
Center. Students took
advantage of the long
weekends by traveling
to places such as Germany, Ireland, Portugal, Prague, Scotland
and Israel.
The weeks in
Cambridge flew by
as students jet-setted across Europe and
"studied" late into the evenings. For
the final night in Cambridge, students
took it upon themselves to organize
their very own pub crawl as a final
sendoff to a great summer. While some
students greatly anticipated their return
home to the United States, where they
could once again enjoy the luxuries of
showering without flip-flops, driving
to the grocery store, and not needing
to find exactly twenty pence to use the
clothes dryer, Cambridge was a great
learning experience and is strongly recommended to any interested student.
Summer 2008 Cambridge Attendees:
Professor Gaffney, Professor Brown,
White, & Professor Andrews, Masha
Bijedic, Nikki Camier, Lara Craveiro,
Charles Eggert, Danny Hodgkinson,
Heather Looby, Liz Plank, Adam Pope,
Evan "Easy" Wheeler, and Shellana
Welch.
Heather is a 2L and can be reached at
Heather.Looby@valpo. edu.
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NEWS
Chile & Argentina StUdy Abroad 2008

BY HUGO GAMEZ
Guest Writer

D

ean Adams, the new Associate Dean of Students, has diligently worked for the last six
years to arrange a study abroad program in
Chile and Argentina. The first group of students who
attended the program in Chile and Argentina last summer spent their time studying Human Rights. During
the second year ofthe program 13 students partook in
studies relating to human rights and family law.

The South America program is designed for
students to explore legal, historical and cultural approaches to human rights in Chile and Argentina.
Both countries have been victimized by military r'egimes, genocide, and disappearances of individuals
deemed subversive because of their political views.
The program challenges students to think about the social
issues and policies that affect
human rights in these countries
and helps students to think outside of the box about methods
for effective reparations for
victims of torture.
The program also exposes
students to the legal and judicial systems in Chile and Argentina. As a participant in the
program, I had the opportunity
to hear oral arguments at the
Constitutional Court, Supreme
Court and Appellate Court
which as a future lawyer was
an valuable experience. The
students attending the program

gained a better understanding of how foreign courts
are administered allowing them to gain a better comparative perspective to the U.S. court systems.
Study abroad also has a cultural element which
is difficult to fully describe. During our experience,
we had the chance to see and experience a lot of new

things. We had the opportunity to cook a
gourmet meal in a restaurant over-looking the Pacific Ocean. We also soaked up
the culture by living with local famileies.
We attended a few asados (cookouts),-and
even watched the finals of a local soccer
club match.
An eye opening experience for us
was our tour of a 1naximmn security
prison. We even got to speak with some
inmates. Another experience was a tour
of a concentration ca1np - where political
dissidents were tortured and killed.
The hightlight though, was our trip to
the home of Chilean writer and politician
Pablo Neruda.
Additionally, we had the opportunity
to travel to Uruguay to further enrich the
cultural experience.
As a participant in the 2008 summer
abroad program, I would highly recommend the program. It was academically,
socially and spiritually rewarding. Furthermore, spending four weeks with professors and other law students allowed us
the opportunity to meet new people and
create friendships that will last beyond our
law school years. If ever presented with
the opportunity to study abroad again my
answer would be: "Absolutamente!"

Hugo is a 2L and can be reached at Hugo.

Photos, this page, starting at top
1. Chilean Flag
2. The 2008 group at a Maximum Security Prison
3. Students enjoying local cuisine
4. The Pacific Ocean
Photos, facing page
1. The students visiting the Inns of Court at Middle Temple Hall
2. Tea with Lord Woolf
3. At the International Courts of Justice
4. Students with Professor Gaffney in front of 10 Downing Street, the fonner residence of Tony Blair
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The Docket
"W"ine and-elections?: Seventh Circuit uses voter ID law in wine shipping case
BY CHRISTY COMMERS
Staff Writer

O

n, August 7, 2008 the Seventh Circuit decided Baude v.
Heath, Nos 07-3323 and 073338, found constitutional a law requiring consumers to visit a winery in
person to verify age and other infopna-·
tion before that winery could ship wine
to the consumer directly.
The Court used Indiana's voter
ID law, which requires voters to have
a state or federal-issued ID in order to
vote in person as the basis for its decision.
The Plaintiffs filed suit claiming
the state law violated the Commerce
Clause by placing higher costs on outof-state wine because it is more expensive to travel to wineries outside of
Indiana. They, along with others filing
amici curiae briefs, also argued that
verifying a recipient's age when the
wine delivery is sufficient to prevent
minors from accessing alcohol.
The Defendant, Chairman of the
Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Com-

FROM THE

LAw
LIBRARY
BY MARY PERSYN
Assoc. Dean of Library Services

Y

ou may have seen the July issue of the Law Library newsletter, The Reporter, which
descnbed all of the changes that were
taking place in the Law Library over
the summer. These included converting &orne space on the second floor
into faculty offices, removing the law
reviews from the lower level of the
Library and converting that space into
a Reading Room for quiet study. The
plan was to have all of the work done
by the time orientation began on August 20.
The August 20 completion date
slipped, but I had hoped that by the tiiJ?e
you read this column, all the remodel-

mission, defended the law as a way to state's wine regions, where multiple
prevent minors from gaining access to wineries are in a condensed area. The
wine. The Plaintiffs countered the De- court also dismissed the Plaintiff's claim
fendant's argument, stating minors will that verifying the age of a consumer
still find ways to get wine regardless of when the shipment was delivered was
sufficient. It cited the Supreme Court's
the law.
recent
decision in Rowe v. New HampIndiana Code§§ 7.1-3-26-6(4) and
7.1-3-26-9(1)(A) have requirements shire Motor Transportation Associafor both the consumers and the win- tion, 128 S.Ct.989 (2008), which held
ery. The consumer must go to a win- · states cannot require delivery carriers
ery, provide their name, address, age, to verify the age of the recipient.
phone number and sign a statement that
Along with the Rowe ruling, the
the purchase is for personal use. Only court provided possible scenarios
after the requirements are fulfilled can where a wineries' age verification prowine be shipped directly to the consum- cess was significantly more stringent
er. The consumer also cannot receive than that of a delivery company. The
more than 24 cases per winery per year. court also dismissed the Plaintiff's arWineries have to obtain a license and gument that there should not be a law ·
pay Indiana taxes. The law applies to since it will not prevent every minor
wineries inside and outside Indiana. . from accessing wine. It found that
In its · analysis, the Seventh Cir- while a law will not be effective 100 ·
cuit stated the law was constitutional -perc~nt of the time, reducing underage
because the traveling costs in visiting drinking by any degree is a sufficient
wineries outside of Indiana are negli- reason for implementing the law.
gible when consumers visit multiple
My thoughts: Allowing direct wine
wineries during a trip; yet the Court ad- shipments is a step in the right direction
mitted Indiana's 41 wineries are spread for Indiana. Before this law no wine
out across the state, as opposed to other could be shipped into Indiana. I won-

der however if wineries outside Indiana
will go through all of the law's requirements in order to ship wine to a small
segment of the Hoosier population.
Hoosier wine drinkers could become
unable to get their favorite wines because the wineries simply do not want
to deal with the law's requirements.

Christy is a 2L and can be reached at
christen. commers@valpo. edu.

all

ing work on the Law Library would be
finished and that you could enjoy -the
new reading room. Unfortunately, that
hasn't happened, there has been a delay
with the manufacturer of the furniture
and the furniture is scheduled to arrive on September 2 with several days
needed for installation.
In addition, there has been a delay
in the installation of the new photocopy
machines for the Library. Not that students do much photocopying anymore,
but we had planned on having new and
quicker machines available for the beginning of the academic year for those
people who want to make photocopies.
Hopefully, all the remodeling will
be completed by September 8.
That having been said, we hope
that you are pleased with those changes
that have been completed in the Library. The library staff thinks that the
·new carpeting on the lower level and
the newly painted walls are a vast improvement over the old decor. With the
removal of the book stacks and the law
reviews the area is much iighter and

brighter. When the new furniture finally online sources to help you with your.
arrives, complete with electrical outlets research. I will only mention one new
and lamps on the tables, the lower level source today - Subject Compilation
should be a comfortable and attractive of State Laws, a digital version of a
place to study.
source that we have had since 1960 in
As part of the remodeling we de- paper in the Reference Collection (KF
cided to officially make the lower level 240 .S795). The database and its preof the Library the "Quiet Study" area. decessor in paper fonnat index docuThat way you will know where to go ments that contain 50 state surveys of
if you don't mind a little noise while all sorts of laws. It is a shortcut to be
you study (first or second floor), or if used when you need to find all the state
you would prefer quiet (lower level). laws on a particular topic such a "blue
We will be doing some policing of the sky" laws, or RICO laws, or laws on
lower level and ask people who are franchising, or DNA evidence, or on
talking to move to another floor. The any other topics that might arise in your
group study rooms on the lower level research. The Subject Compilation i a
continue to be available for groups of part of Hein Online and can be found
students who want to study together at www.heinonline.org: Click on "Subscribers Click Here to Enter" and then
and talk.
Returning students tnight have no- look for Subject Compilation of State
ticed, if you are here after sundown, Laws in the left hand column.
that we finally have lights on the library
stairway. That "dark hole" in the center H~ve a good month.
of the Library is now brighter thanks to
another part of the summer remodeling Dean Persyn, mmy.persyn@valpo. edu
project.
Finally, we have added some new

Attention Writers!
The FORUM wants you!
e-mail: forum@valpo.edu
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·Our International
Law School
Jay
Coni son

THE DEAN'S CORNERI
·o v e r the summer, five students
participated in externships
overseas. Annica Downing
served with Bridges Across Borders
Southeast Asia, in Cambodia; Raazia
Ghani with the Human Rights Commission · of Pakistan; Elizabeth Plank
with Potter, Shelly & Co. in Huntingdon, UK; Katie Stephen with Irish
Refugee Service, in Cork, Ireland; and
Elizabeth Groselle as a judicial clerk in
Melbourne, Australia. We expect more
students to serve in these, and other,
placements, in summers to come.
We now have two summer abroad
programs. Thirteen students participated in the program in Buenos Aires,
Argentina and Santiago and Valparaiso,
Chile, and ten students participated in
the program in Cambridge and London,
UK. A new component of the UK summer program was a trip to The Hague
to observe hearings in the International
Court of Justice and the International
Criminal Court. We are exploring a
third summer abroad program, in Melbourne, Australia, that might commence as early as the summer of2010.
We now have exchange agreements
with three law schools in South America (Universidad de los Andes, in Santiago, and Universidad Austral and Universidad Catolica Argentina, in Buenos
Aires), through which our students can
enroll in law courses for a semester at

one of those schools and receive credit
toward graduation. The agreements
similarly provide that students at those
universities can attend law school here
for a semester and receive credit toward graduation at their home schools.
The exchange agreements also provide
that faculty at the South American
schools will teach and lecture here, and
that our faculty will teach and lecture
at the schools in South America. One
example of this faculty exchange is the
course on Comparative Constitutional
Law taught the week of August .18 by
Professor Julio Rivera. Fifteen students
enrolled in Professor Rivera's course.
Professor Andrews has established an Advocates and Scholars in
Residence Program that brings distinguished visitors to campus, mainly
from other countries. Visiting Advocates and Scholars this year include
Professor Owen Mcintyre, of the Faculty of Law, University College, Cork,
Ireland; T. Negbalee Warner, .the head
of the Liberia Extractive Industry
Transparency Initiative; Steve Kahanovitz, of the Legal Resource Centre in
Cape Town, South Africa; and Justice
Marcia N eave of the Court of Appeal in
Melbourne, Australia. Our first visitor,
Professor Mcintyre, will be here from
September 10 to October 10.
In July, I was in Tbilisi, Georgia,
working with USAID and the American Bar Association's Rule of Law Initiative on a project to develop a more
western (mainly European) system of
legal education in Georgia and create a
system of accreditation for law schools.
In early September, Professor Andrews

Career Planning Update
Christine
Corral
Executive Dir, CPC

0

I

n behalf of the Career Planning Center (CPC) staff, welcome to a new academic year.
I joined the Career Planning Center
staff as executive director in June 2008,
and I am excited to share that the CPC
has already scheduled several recruiting and networking activities this academic year, with more to come. I encourage you to participate in and share
your feedback regarding our services
and recruiting activities.
Listed below is a snapshot of September activities:
September 2, 2008 On-campus Interviews - May, Oberfell and Lorber
On-campus Interviews - Burke Costanza and Cuppy
September 3, 2008 CPC Presentation:
Interview Preparation
September 4, 2008 CPC Presentation:
Symplicity: Basic Functions and Freqm;ntly Asked Questions
-september 5, 2008 On-campus Inter-views - Rothberg, Logan and Warsce
On-campus Interviews - Barnes and
Thornburg LLP
September 8, 2008 On-campus Interview- Cook County State's Attorney's
Office
September 9, 2008 On-campus Interview - Scopelitis, Garvin, Light, Hanson and F eary
September 10, 2008 CPC P~esenta
tion: Networking
September 10, 2008 On-campus Interview
- Internal Revenue Service - Ofsee INTERNATIONAL p6
fice of Chief Counsel

September 11, 2008 CPC Presentation: Resume Preparation
September 11, 2008 On-campus Interviews - Miller Murphy
On-campus Interviews - Indiana Attorney General
September 15,2008 On-campus Interview - The Miami Public Defender's
Office (Hosted by John Marshall Law
School)
September 16, 2008 Indiana State Bar
Association Panel: Importance of Being a Member of the Bar Association
September 17, 2008 CPC Presentation: Job Search Correspondence
September 18, 2008 CPC ~resenta
tion: Job Search Strategies
September 19, 2008 On-campus Interview - Chicago Transit Authority
September 24, 2008 CPC Presentation: Salary Negotiations
September 25, 2008 CPC Presentation: Preparing for Pro Bono
September 25, 2008 "Distinguishing
Yourself Through International Law
Opportunities" presented by Professor
Matthew Wilson - Temple University
School ofLaw
September 25, 2008 On-campus Interview .. U.S. Army Judge Advocate
General's Corps.
September 26, 2008 On-campus Interviews - Bose, McKinney and Evans
LLP
On-campus Interviews- U.S. Air Force
Judge Advocate General's Corps.
September 26, 2008 Distinguished
Alumni Lunch - Roberta Lang, General Counsel Whole Foods Corporation
You may register for these events
via your Symplicity recruiting account.
Should you have any questions or need
assistance with your Symplicity account, please visit the Career Planning
Center (Room 125) or contact our staff
at (219) 465-7814 or careerplanning.
law@valpo.edu.
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SMOKING

INTERNATIONAL

GEORGIA

continued from page 5

continued from page 1.

after 9/11, which started a national la- that must be eliminated from our school and Professor Brown will be in South
bor war movement. I am sure he will grounds. Personally, I really could not Africa at the request of the Minister of
not only have some interesting cases to agree more. It is certainly not fair to Justice to hold workshops for women
share in his legal writing class, but an be forced to smell unpleasant odors in as part of a project to help further the
array of techniques pursuant to his va- your workplace or school. Especially if development of the legal system. In
you are one of many people suffering prior years, Professor Brietzke has
riety of legal experience.
Professor Ching came to VUSL from allergies enhanced or casused by worked on projects to help develop the
to teach legal writing. His experiences the presence of cigarette smoke. Not to legal system in Indonesia and Jordan.
This summer, four of our profesvary widely and are unique. He has mention the possible health risks of betraveled all over the country and even ing exposed to second hand smoke or sorsProfessors Andrews, Brown, Teltaught in China. He has been to Michi- the annoyance of cigarette butts that man, and Buss-attended the annual
gan, Kentucky, Oregon, Ohio and Mis- need to be peeled off of the concrete Law and Society Meeting in Montreal,
after it rains and somebody steps on presenting papers, chairing sessions,
souri.
When asked about unique expe- them. The facts must be faced: smok- and serving on panels. This fall, Proriences from all his travel, he spoke ing is a nasty habit, practice, and prob- fessor Straube! will participate in the
about a moment he had in a class in lem. No particular good really comes 14th International Congress on Sports
Law, sponsored by the International
China. A student asked him if peas- from the use of t-obacco products.
The university also claims that the Association of Sports Law, in Athens.
ants are allowed to move to the cities in
the U.S. He had to explain the cultural power to control smoking on campus is Many other international lectures and
differences to his students who were not in their hands and that they have no conferences by our faculty are schedaccustomed to living in China where choice but to comply with the new city uled for 2008-09.
We currently have 21 international
80% of the countryside is peasants. He , non-smoking ordinance. That is true
reflected, saying that throughout his for all indoor facilities. Below is the students enrolled in our LL.M. program,
travel he developed an appreciation for relevant section from the Valparaiso which provides an intensive education
City Code of Ordinances:
different cultures.
in U.S. law for foreign-trained lawyers.
§ 97.03 SMOKING PROHIBITED We have also just received acquiesHe also does T'ai Chi Ch'uan in
his spare time. In English it translates IN PUBLIC PLACES.
cence from the ABA for our new S.J.D.
(A) Smoking shall be prohibited program. This is a dissertation-based
to supreme ultimate fight. During our
interview he gave me a demonstration in all enclosed public places within the doctoral program for foreign-trained
and said he often gives demonstra- city
lawyers who have completed an LL.M.
The new city ordinance only ap- at Valparaiso or another United States
tions in classes, as well. With all of his
unique experience, he will be a great plies to the indoor facilities of the Uni- law school. And this fall, in our new
versity. There is nothing that I could lL class of J.D. candidates, we have
asset to our VUSL family.
Professor Murray, also just began find in the Valparaiso City Code of Or- students from Saudi Arabia, Bulgaria,
teaching legal writing here at VUSL. dinances that would suggest the Uni- Argentina, Bosnia, Russia, Jamaica,
Like Professor Ching, he too has done versity must ban smoking outdoors on Scotland, Zimbabwe, Cameroon, Tailots of traveling including teaching in all campus property. '
wan, and Poland.
China. He also taught in Illinois, CaliI am not a smoker. Personally, I
What all this, and more, reflect, is
fornia, Missouri and New York. He has don't like cigarettes, and I never have. a cultural change and a change in the
published numerous articles and pre- I don't like it when people smoke near way we see ourselves as a law school.
sented at the 2008 Legal Writing Insti- me, it makes my clothes smell bad and Not only are we not simply an Indiana
tute Conference. His experience makes sometimes it gives me a headache. law school (or simply a Great Lakes
him a valuable part of the VUSL com- However, as a matter of principle this law school). We are a law school that
munity.
new non-smoking policy is overbear- prepares students for a globally conProfessor Andrews, is starting her ing, invasive, and largely unaccept- nected practice; we are a law school
that serves students worldwide; and a
second year at VUSL. She was born able.
and raised in South Africa. Professor
The University Administration law school whose faculty have an imAndrews has a great deal of experience most likely made the decision to ban pact on law, legal education, and politiand brings teaching international law smoking on campus property to prove cal and economic development worldto a whole new level. She has taught that they are "committed to providing wide. And this is the way it should be,
all over the world including: Canada, a healthy environment for members because those schools that fail to look
Germany, New York, Amsterdam, Aus- of the campus community ~nd their internationally will be left behind.
If you are interested in internatralia, Maryland and Scotland. She spe- guests." If the university were seri- .
tional
opportunities for study of for excializes in economic inequality, civil ous about a healthy environment, they
liberties and human rights. Her hands- should focus on fixing our parking lots, temships, I hope you will talk to Dean
on experience i~ greatly effective and making sure we have proper lighting Adams or Professor Andrews. If you
has convinced several students and and emergency boxes, or maybe even, are interested in making global conneceven professors to join in the cause. pavement. These shortcomings pose a tions, I hope you will take advantage
Professor Brown has decided to join far greater threat than being exposed to of opportunities presented by our many
second hand smoke in passing; espe- international visitors. And I hope you
her on her trip to South Africa.
will contribute to the continued develcially when yo~ 're outside!
Everyone has a right to a healthy opment of our international programs
Amber is a 3L and can be reached at
school environment, but smokers have by sharing with me, or with others, any
Amber. Waggoner@valpo.edu
a right to a designated area, outside, ideas of connections you may have for
away from the building, where they can further growth and progress.
fill their lungs with tar and other carcinogens as often as they like without Dean Conison may be reached at Jay.
abusing any sensitive noses and with- Conison@valpo. edu
out burning holes in the upholstery of
their cars. If they breach the perimeter,
fine them $100 per violation. Then use law school are well educated adults.
the money collected from offenders to We are fully capable of making poor
have a pizza and Febreze party for non- decisions for ourselves, and as long we
don't harm anyone in the process, we
smokers. Everyone wins!
should
have every right to do so.
Maybe the University wants to govern the way that undergraduate students
abuse their lungs, but many of us at the Jon is a 2L and can be reached at Jonathan.Morris@valpo. edu

them success in building their legal
system", Coni son said.
STATEMENT
BY
UNITED
STATES LAW SCHOOL DEANS IN
SUPPORT OF THE RULE OF LAW
IN THE CAUCASUS
We are deans of law schools in the
United States and we make this statement in support of international norms
ofconduct and ofthe Rule ofLaw in the
Caucasus region. We make this statement in opposition to the violations of
international norms by Russia and in
opposition to the efforts by Russia to
undermine the governmental structure
of the Republic of Georgia and undermine Georgia s commitment to the Rule
of Law in its political, legal, judicial
and legal education systems.
There are longstanding and complex conflicts in and around Georgia,
and between Georgia and Russia. We
do not seek to assign blame or propose
solutions regarding those conflicts.
Rather, in this statement we respond to
the recent violations of international
norms by Russia in its military actions
directed at Georgia and its citizens;
and we respond to military actions that
would undermine the progress of Georgia toward a political, legal, and judicial system that is open, transparent,
and progressive, and that is committed
to the values of the Rule ofLaw.
The actions of Russia threaten
not only the people of Georgia. And it
threatens not only the Georgians 'commitment to the values we hold fundamental and daily teach to our students.
By its violence and its geopolitical
aims, it threatens the freedom and ability of emerging democracies throughout Eurasia to build political, legal,
and judicial systems without fear of
external threat and domination. The
conflict is local but its potential harm
to the values in law and to the Rule of
Law is profound.
The Georgians have labored for
more than fifteen years to create a stable and representative political system,
an independent and honest judicial system, an effective and transparent legal
system, and a legal education system
that supports all of these. They have
made substantial progress and have
demonstrated a commitment to continuing that progress, not alone but in
partnership with lawyers, judges, and
educators from the United States and
Europe. The military attacks on Georgia, and the attacks on Georgia spolitical system and commitment to Rule of
Law values, must cease and the Georgians must remain free to shape their
juridical destiny.
We call on the leaders of Russia
to halt the attacks on Georgia and its
citizens, and call on the leaders of the
United States, the European Union, and
the United Nations, and on all who hold
Rule ofLaw values dear, to bring about
a halt to Russian attacks on Georgia,
its people, and its political, legal, and
judicial systems.

continued from page 1.

continued from page 1.

Edward is a 2L who can be contacted
q,t Edward.Farmer@valpo.edu
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What's Your Issue?
Offshore Drilling

EDITORIAL
A

pathy. It seems to ~n rampant
through the corridors of Wesseman Hall. Mention anything
school or class related to an upperclassman, and you will be met with a blank
stare and a neon sign above his or her
head that reads "Why are you telling
me? Does it look like I care?''
It doesn't matter how interesting
the new tid bit of information could
be, you will continually be met with
the same stare of complete apathy. It
begs one to ask if this kind of attitude is
exclusive to Valpo Law? Or does this
kind of attitude permeate all second
and third year law students regardless
ofthe school?
When you talk to law students at
other schools, you will almost certainly
find the same attitude. But here at Valpo Law the apathy goes above and beyond. this law school and its various
student organizations work tirelessly to
bring an interesting and diverse group
of speakers to campus every year.
However, only a handful of students
ever show up to listen to the wisdom
the speakers seek to empart upon us.
Why is it that hardly any students seem to take advantage of these
speakers? Are we actually bringing
so many speakers to campus that everyone blows them off as "just another
speaker?" Perhaps. The problem may
even be a lack of advertising or information about the speakers. The more
likely answer is that students are just

apathetic.
It goes farther than on campus
events, the apathy seeps into academic
life as well. After the first year, class
standings are nearly solidified, the basics of the law are understood, and students feel ready to get out there and do
real work.
It's tragic that second and third year
students fail to care about their classes
and school iR general. After these two
years, most of us will never again have
the luxury of learning an obscure area
of law that we may never work in. Sure
you may not end up working in Entertainment or Media Law, but when else
are you going to get the chance to learn
about these different areas of law.
It's been said that boredom and
apathy in the third year of law schools
signifies that students are ready to go
out into the real world and become professionals. This happens because by
the third year, you have accomplished
what you set out to do: become a successful law student. You no longer feel
that you need a professor to lead you
through cases or those formerly overly complex statute books. You know
how to do it on your own, and there my
friends is where the apathy and boredom in class rears its ugly head.
Take your last year or two in law
school for what it really is, a vacation
from real life and a wandering journey.
Enjoy it while you can.

LooBY, EXECUTIVE EDITOR

BY SARI CROUCH
Managing Editor

0

ffshore drilling." It sounds like
a big, daunting, scary phrase
for political types to throw
around, but what the heck is offshore
drilling? Like most students in need
of information I went to the obvious
source for all knowledge, Wikipedia.
According to · Wikipedia's "Off- ·
shore Drilling" article offshore ·drilling
is the extraction of underground minerals from the shoreline. This is a difficult
process and it tends to be more costly
than landbased extraction
operations
for a few
reasons.
"Manned"
offshore
drilling platforms must
be
above
water and
they are held
in place by
"feet," that
are embedded in the sea floor below
or held in place by an anchor. Those
with anchors require extra security
and safety measures to prevent heave
caused by waves, that can offset the
cost savings of not using "feet." In addition, workers have to be flown in by
helicopter for two week shifts and the
drilling platforms have self-sustaining
communities that can increase costs for
oil producers. The trend in the market
is moving towards subsea facilities, but
that trend means a new laundry list of
obstacles for companies choosing to
drill oil in this manner.
Now to the tough bit, the environment and offshore drilling. According
to Wikipedia, two primary problems
arise out of offshore drilling, oil spills
and production water. Oil spi11s are ....

spills. They can happen by accidents o:t:1
the platform, leaky or broken pipelineS'
and accidents involving tankers tranSporting oil to the shore. ProductioO
water is excess water from well dril ing that has been polluted with oil and
other chemicals that are used in dri 1 ing. Offshore drilling stations are ofteO.
allotted a certain amount of production.
water that can be dumped, including
metal scrapings and this dumping caDcause serious problems for the ecosystem surrounding the platform.
But let's get down to brass tacksMcCain and Obama may be fighting
over the environmental effects, and I,m
sure that many
of you care
about that. But.,
I woutd wager
that more o f
. you are concerned about:
whether or not:
offshore . drilling will actually reduce the
price of gas.
The Energy Information Administration estimates that .even if the moratorium on offshore drilling gets lifted
now, it would be 2030 before there is a
"significant impact on domestic crude
oil and natural gas production prices''.
Meanwhile, alternative energy sources
are not moving forward enough to provide immediate relief either and the
Energy Information Administration
has cautioned against waiting until the
problem is too overwhelming to deal
with.
So what i~ the solution? Both McCain and Obama tout energy solutions
but this author can't wade through
them .... so I think I am voting for Paris
Hilton.
Sari Crouch is a 3L and can be contacted at sarah.crouch@valpo.edu.
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BY AMY REIDERER

heard somewhere in a far off place: caveat emptor,
Managing Editor
breach of contract and mitigating damages. Had I
drifted into a parallel universe in my stress-induced
ost lLs enter school looking to be extraorinsanity?
Had law school been made into a compeldinary. They are ready to take the school
ling
T.V.
show
during which I could be both enterby storm and outperform their peers. They
plan not only to be legal scholars, but legal rock stars. tained and educated? Actually yes, it had.
I bought the E&E for Contracts. I even looked at
By the end of the first semester, however, some will
a
treatise
once, I think. Hands down, my best supplehave fallen and some will be barely hanging on. No
ment
was
daytime T.V. During the course of a semesdoubt some will be rock stars, but some will just want
ter, every major concept covered in class was covered
to craw1under a rock.
on
The People's Court. I can't speak for Judge Judy,
First semester for lLs means time spent on Civil
Judge
Mathis, or Divorce Court, but The People's
Procedure, Criminal Law and Contracts. I offer adCourt
was
my golden outline.
vice only on the latter: watch daytime television, and
For those of you still unfamiliar with this gem of
not just any daytime television, but court television. I
a
show,
the format is quite simple. After the voicespeak not ofboring daytime soaps where Bob's cousover
tells
an incredulous synopsis and the crazy parin is actually the illegitimate child and second cousin
ties
tell
their
crazy stories, Judge Marilyn Milian deof Bob 's twice-deceased parakeet. No, no. I speak of
the awesome power of daytime small claims court, livers the actual law and explains it, but with a bit of
showmanship of course. You can expect her to say
and in particular, The People's Court.
"Put
a fork in me, I am so done!" or "Do I look like
I happened to have a break the first semester of
I
need
your help? Do you look like you're losing?"
my 1L year during which I went home, had lunch and
watched T.V. At that time of day, the programming at least once. Amongst the yelling, silencing, gavel
p ickings are slim, and one day I picked The People's banging and quippy remarks, though, she really never
Court for that precious hour of sanity, probably be- gets it wrong. And if you don't get it the first time, afcause there was some crazy plaintiff that caught my ter every case Harvey Levin, my personal hero, sumattention. "Bill claims that Sue sold him a chinchilla marizes exactly what the law is. I couldn't believe it.
and told him to call if he had any problems, but when The more I watched, the more I was sucked in, and
Bill called Sue to say the chinchilla had spontane- (incredibly) the more Contracts made sense.
I did well in Contracts. No, I didn't get the honors
ously combust, Sue told him to go fly a kite. This is
the case of the pet perjurer." Or something like that. A, but I did well. And so can you if you just follow
Soon, I was hooked. I never. missed the show (and my ~imple schedule of success: go to class, do the
readmg, watch The People's Court and succeed. As
actually I still watch it frequently).
The funny thing is, about five weeks into the se- an extra perk, you, too, can know what to do if your
mester, I started hearing things that sounded uncan- chinchilla spontaneously combusts.
nily familiar. In amongst the car sales gone bad and
slumlord v. deadbeat tenant cases were terms I had Amy is a 3L and can be reached at Amy.Riederer@

M
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Student Bar Association

PRESIDENT'S WELCOME
BY LAURA WISHART
SBA President

D

ear Faculty, Staff and of
course Students,

Welcome back for another year
within the halls of Valparaiso University School of Law. To begin,
I would like to welcome our new
faculty and staff who have joined
us this summer. I am confident
that they, as all of our faculty and
staff do, will contribute greatly to
strengthening our education and experience, along with promoting the
open door policy.
Most importantly on behalf
of your student representatives, I
want to welcome all of our new
incoming first-year students along
with those who have transferred in
as well. We hope that the Student
Mentor Program has made your
transition easier. One of the SEA's
many missions this year is build-

ing and strengthening relationships.
Whether it is working closely with
the administration to get needed improvements or assisting each other
to ensure that we all succeed both
academically and within our careers
once we graduate.
With that said, one important
change to take note of is our meeting
times. This year we have decided to
move our meeting time to Sundays
at 5:30pm in the Chicago I Hessler
Rooms. We hope that this will allow
more students to attend and listen in
and I or voice their concerns during
the student concerns portion. However, if you cannot make it, please
let one of your student representatives know your concerns so that he
or she may address it as well. Our
pictures and names are listed on
the board outside of our office, and
email addresses will be listed on our
website once the new school website goes live.
One thing that we encouraged
and witnessed in the beginning

-

of last year was greater participa- nounce practices, t-shirts, etc. Antion by students and the student other great event is VU Day of Carorganizations. This year, we want ing sponsored by the United Way,
to build upon that engagement to which is Saturday, September 20th,
create greater success and efficient more information to follow as welL
use of limited resources. Thus, our
Ultimately, this is your SBA
new first-year students who want to and we strongly encourage your·acmake a difference and help further tive engagement . to make it a sucthat cause can get inyolved in your cess. We cannot work to implement
SBA. Campaigning takes plac·e this changes if we do not know about
September 8th - 11th, with voting the issues facing you. So please feel
to take place during Chapel Break free to stop in our office and we en(10:50- 11:40 am) on September courage everyone to get involved
12th.
in one of the student groups or start
Some other important informa- one of your own. In the end, this is
tion to note is Cardozo Cup. Car- a new year with new challenges,
dozo Cup i& our annual student in- hopes, and dreams. We wish everyter-class softball game along with one great successes
a match-up against the faculty-staff
team. This will take place on Friday, Working towards a great year,
October J, 2008, staring at approximately 4:30 pm. The new location Laura Wishart
this year is Bicentennial Park. More
information will follow via email. SEA President, Class of 2009.
If you want to participate in the
game, your class captains will soon
be sending out information to an-
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CLASS OF 2011 STATISTICS

tgnrellment

Ceuntries etf

Full Time Enrollment : 185
Part Time Enrollment: 30
Female= 39%
Male= 61%
Average Age = 25
Age Range= 21- 55

Citizensfl~

American Indian/Alaskan Native
Asian/Pacific Islander
Black/African American
Caucasian/White
Chicano/Mexican American
Hispanic/Latino

?JrJasters Ve3rees
MA(7)
MBA(3)
MS (4)
Other Graduate
PHD

JD/MA/CS
JD/MA/MALS (3)
JD/MA/PSY (2)
JD/MBA(3)
JD/MSICP (2)
JD/MSSA(7)

Argentina
Bosnia
Bulgaria
Cameroon
Pakistan
Poland
Russia
Scotland
Taiwan (ROC/Formosa)
Zimbabwe

F-<..eliJjieus
Veneminatiens
African Methodist Episcopal
Agnostic
Baptist
Buddhist
Christian
Christian Orthodox
Christian Reformed
Church of Latter Day Saints (LDS)
Deist
Episcopal
Greek Orthodox
Islam (Muslim)
Judaism
Lutheran- Missouri Synod
Lutheran - Others/ Unknown
Lutheran -ELCA
Methodist ·

~e~resenteCt ~tates

None
Orthodox
Other
Other Christian
Presbyterian
Protestant
Roman Catholic
Southern Baptist

?JrJajers
ACCOUNTING
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
ANTHROPOLOGY
ANY AREA NOT LISTED - OTHER
ART/DESIGN
BIOCHEMISTRY
BIOLOGY, GENERAL
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
BUSINESS AND COMMERCE, GENERAL
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT/ADMINISTRATION
BUSINESS/COMMERCE - OTHER
CHEMISTRY, GENERAL
CHEMISTRY, SPECIALIZATION
CLASSICS
COMMUNICATIONS
COMPUTER SCIENCE, GENERAL
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
CRIMINOLOGY
ECONOMICS
ELEMENTARY EDUCAT-10
ENGLISH
FAMILY RELATIONS/CHILD DEVELOPMENT
FINANCE
FINE ARTS
FOREIGN LANGUAGES
FRENCH
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CLASS OF 2011 Statistics
GOVERNME T/SERVICE
HISTORY
HOSPITAL/HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION
HUMA !TIES
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
JOURNALISM
LIBERAL ARTS
MARKETING
MUSIC
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT
PHILOSOPHY
POLICY STUDIES
POLITICAL SCIENCE
PRACTICAL ARTS
PRE-LAW
PSYCHOLOGY
RECREATION MANAGEMENT
SALES/RETAIL
SOCIOLOGY
SPANISH URBAN STUDIES/REGIONAL PLANNING
VISUAL ARTS/GRAPHICS

ten~er3ra~uate
~cflee/8
ALCORN STATE UNIVERSITY
ALMA COLLEGE
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
ANDERSON UNIVERSITY
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY
AUGUSTANA COLLEGE-SO
AURORA UNIVERSITY
BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY
BELOIT COLLEGE
BENEDICTINE UNIVERSITY
BOSTON UNIVERSITY
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY-IDAHO
BUTLER UNIVERSITY
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-CHICO
CALUMET COLLEGE OF SAINT JOSEPH
CARDINAL STRITCH UNIVERSITY
COECOLLEGE
DAVID LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY
DE PAUL UNIVERSITY
DEPAUW UNIVERSITY
DICKINSON ·coLLEGE
DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY
DREXEL UNIVERSITY

EARLHAM COLLEGE
EDGEWOOD COLLEGE
ELIZABETHTOWN COLLEGE
ELMHURST COLLEGE
EUREKA COLLEGE
EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE
FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
GUSTAVUSADOLPHUSCOLLEGE
HANOVER COLLEGE
HILLSDALE COLLEGE
HUNTINGDON COLLEGE
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY
INDIANA
STATE UNIVERSITY-TERRE
HAUTE
INDIANA UNIVERSITY, NORTHWEST
INDIANA UNIVERSITY-BLOOMINGTON
INDIANA UNIV-PURDUE UNIV AT FORT
WAYNE
INDIANA UNIV-PURDUE UNIV, INDIANAPOLIS
INDIANA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
JOHNSON AND WALES UNIVERSITY
LAKE FOREST COLLEGE
LORAS COLLEGE
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY-CHICAGO
MANCHESTER COLLEGE
MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY
MARYVILLE UNIVERSITY OF SAINT LOUIS ,
MIAMI UNIVERSITY OXFORD
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY
MISSOURI VALLEY COLLEGE
MUSKINGUM COLLEGE
NEW COLLEGE OF CALIFORNIA
NEW MEXICO STATE UNIV., .UNIVERSITY
PARK
NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITYRALEIGH
NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY-FARGO
NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY-COLUMBUS
PURDUE
UNIVERSITY-CALUMET-HAMMOND
PURDUE UNIVERSITY-WEST -LAFAYETTE
PURDUE UNIV-NORTH CENTRAL-WESTVILLE
QUEENS COLLEGE-CUNY
ROGERS STATE UNIVERSITY
SAINT JOSEPH'S COLLEGE-INDIANA
SAINT NORBERT COLLEGE
STANFORD UNIVERSITY
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
THE COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY

TRINITY CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, PALOS
HEIGHTS
UNIV OF ILLINOIS AT SPRINGFIELD
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA-ANCHORAGE
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-DAVIS
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-LOS ANGELES
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA-SANTA
CRUZ
UNIVERSITY OF EVANSVILLE
UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT CHICAGO
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS-URBANA
UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS
UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-SAINT LOUIS
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-OMAHA
UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA-CHAPEL HILL
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Mock Trial preps for busy fall
BY MATT SKILLING
Secretary & Alumni Relations

M

ore than ten new members
joined the Mock Trial team
for the 2008-2009 season.
Tamara Bershok, chairperson, is excited about the team's prospect. "This
is a really strong team and I think we
can get back to national competitions,"
said Bershok. Joining the 9 returning
3Ls were 10 new 2Ls.
Tryouts were held on September 1,
to fill the few remaining spots. Bershok
feels the hours of tryouts were well
worth it, "Try outs are a lot of work for
the executive board but it is great to see
the talent Valpo students have."

The executive board was elected
last spring. Along with Bershok, Tracey Steele-Schafer is the Membership
and Intraschool Competitions Chairperson, Mitch Gilfillan is the National Competitions Chairperson, Aaron
Georgi is the Finance Chairperson and
Matthew Skilling is the Secretary and
Alumni Relations Chairperson. The
executive board will travel to Michigan
State University for a competition at
the end of October. Once the final roster is set, the team
will begin preparing for the Intraschool
Competition. The fact pattern will be
available mid-September and allows
two months for the teams to prepare.

The competition has two days of preliminary trials and a final round that is
open to the public. The final round will
be held on November 12. A sign-up
sheet for tickets will be located outside
the Student Advocacy Center in November. Bershok encourages everyone
to attend, "finals are exciting because
you get to see your friends and classmates put on their suits and be lawyers."
Matthew is a 3L and can be reached at
matthew.skilling@valpo.edu.
'

Law Review back in gear
the review. Additionaiiy, congratulations
to Shannon N oder who reExecutive Editor of Student Writing
ceived the highest score on her case
elcome to another year comment, which will be published
of law school! The sum- in the review.
mer proved to be a very
The Notewriters, after deciding
busy one for the members of the upon topics, are in the process of
Valparaiso University Law Review. writing their Notes. Since the new
Under the leadership of Editor members will write on their chosen
in Chief Carrie Flores, the Law Re- topics for the next seven months,
view's group of editors worked tire- the selection of their specific are31s
lessly over the past several months of law was an intimidating one.
to admit a new class ofNotewriters However, these individuals have
into the Law Review. We are very dedicated themselves to the Law
excited to announce the N otewrit- Review and we congratulate them
ers for Volume 43 of the Valparaiso on their success and commitment to
University Law Review.
the school.
Each individual participated in
The Law Review is publishing
the annual case comment competi- four issues this year, and we are curtion following their May final ex- rently in the process of preparing Isams. The Notewriters had only three sues One and Two for publication.
weeks to thoroughly research and In addition to articles submitted by
write a twelve-page comment on a outside authors and professionals,
recent Supreme Court decision. The the Volume 42 issues will include
editors of the Law Review evalu- Notes by the following Law Reated each submission and, through a view members: Matt Chandler, Carcombination of their writing scores rie Flores, Taylor Fox, Liam Gruzs,
and grades, the top submissions Nate Hubley, Brad Shivley, Krista
have been selected to participate in Blaisdell, Kim Cuccia, Sheryl Erd-

BY BRIANNA SCHROEDER

W

mann, Pam Hart, Paul Kulwinski,
Chris Rados, Justin Curtis, Allison
Horton, Michael Meyer, Amy Riederer and Brianna Schroeder. Congratulations to these diligent writers
for achieving the publishable standard!
If you have any questions about the
Law Review or if you want to learn
more about the organization, feel
free to stop by the Law Review office or contact Brianna Schroeder
at Brianna. schroeder@gmail. com.
Volume 43
Law Review Notewriters

BY JEN SHEETZ
President of VU Democrats

T

he Valpo Law Democrats (VLD)
welcome in the class of 2011 ! Welcome to law school in what
proves to be a very exciting political
season. I hope everyone had a chance
to watch the Democratic National Convention in Denver. The messages of
hope, courage and promise resounded
in our leaders as we look to this historic
election. The VLD are here to help you
hit the pavement, and work for the party
of change. In Indiana that means we' 11
be supporting the full Democratic slate
of candidates including among others Obama & Biden for President and
Vice-President, Jill Long Thompson
for Governor,
and Peter Visclosky
for U.S.
House
of Representatives.
Now is the time to make sure you have
your information to vote in Novemb~ _
whether that be changing your registration to Indiana, or obtaining your absentee ballot.
We look forward to our welcome
back to school picnic on Septeml;>er
19th. The VLD is again sponsoring
Valparaiso University's Day of Caring,
with the Porter County United Way on
September 20th. We need volunteers!
Breakfast and a souvenir t-shirt will be
provided compliments of the United
Way.
To join the Valpo Law Democrats,
come to our meeting, stop by the activities fair booth, or email Jennifer Sheetz
at jsheetz@valpo. edu.

Richard Barrett, Joshua Hermes,
Samuel Richardson, Tom Bricker, ·
Lauren Hoyson, Abigail Rom, Emily Calwell, Stephanie Lacke, Gary
Rom, Nicole Camier, Amanda Link,
Lisa Ross, Edward Devries, Kathryn McEnery, James Smith, Michael Duffy, Shannon N oder, Adam
Speraw, Chris tin~ Ecker, Steven Olsen, Katie Staab, Joshua Faucette,
Adam Pope, Tara Waterlander & Let's get our donkey in gear!
Tyler Pratt.

Luna Bars!
Cliff Bars!
Microwaveable Entrees!
Vegetarian & Vegan Selections!
Wheat & Gluten Free Selections!

Monday- Friday
10am-7pm

All V. U. Students

Saturday
10am- 6 pm

with I. D., all the time!

1708 East Lincolnway
Valparaiso, IN 46383
(219) 465-1984

Getting the
donkey in
gear

10% Off

www.aunature/market. com
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etcetera
BARELY LEGAL
Advice for
Law School & Life

should stay away from. Any sugge9tions?
Thanks,
Sarah Social-Climber
Dear Sarah Social-Climber,
You are correct. There's not a lotto do aroupd
Valpo. This means that your social life will rely
heavily on events thrown by the Student Bar Association. Ergo, the first person you should get
to know is your SBA President, Laura Wishart.
Wishart is the prepubescent-looking blonde in
the ponytail running the halls like your own personal cheerleader. If Wishart isn't busy tending
to the needs of first dude, Jeff Wishart, she will
likely heed any concerns you may have.

By JON BERBARI and KELLY KRUGER

S

tudents, Faculty and Staff welcome back!
We genuinely hope your summers were
enjoyable and productive, we only ask you
to spare us the details in passing. Barely Legal
is a self-explanatory column that delves into the
lifestyle issues that confront VUSL.
Jon and Kelly would like to make a disclaimer to any concerned 2Ls: We understand that this
is your softball team name, but not to worry, we
received the appropriate clearance from Todd
Schafer (the primary authority on all issues involving the class of 201 0) to use your name. By
the way, he sold you guys out for free without
any hesitation, while reflecting on his golf game
in the beer garden at Duffy's. We also assum~
full proprietary interest in the name Barely Legal, which to our knowledge has never been used
elsewhere. We decided to put Legally Brunette
and Brunetter in a better place which was long
_overdue. Now back to questions from concerned
students.

Dear Barely Legal,
As a 1L from out of town, I've come to realize there s not a lot to do around Valpo. My
mentor is a total weirdo, and I'm just wondering
who I should meet in the upper classes and who I

Also, don't worry about surpassing the absence
limits set forth by any syllabus. The simple
fact is this is a completely empty threat. Trust
us, we know based on personal experience that
the professors are not going to administratively
withdraw you for not showing up to your classes.
There are several living legends around here that
have shown up for a handful of classes and instead opted for Professor Glannon's intense review session only to receive the Honors A.

Dear Barely Legal,
As a competitve-natured 2L, I'm concerned
that the Cardozo Cup softball tournament will
give way again to the farce that is the perpetually
winning 3L class. Please tell me that the officiating will finally be enforced this year.
Also, sorry to hear your mentor is a "weir- -ToolyMc 2L
do." "Policy Paul" Kulwinski worked very hard
to make the best pairings possibile based on the Dear Tool,
The good news is that this year's 3L class
biographical info given. Kudos to Paul. Your
mentor is not intended to be your best friend but may be cool enough to integrate their kegs with
rather a voice of someone who has experienced the rest of the student body. This is mostly due
what you are going through. The mentors also to the fact that the SBA keeps providing less
signed up in droves for the free polo shirt provid- beer. Please do not confuse this as an attempt at
ed. Regardless of your mentor's intentions, their some kind of inter-class camaraderie, but rather a
insight is better than none, and there are plenty pragmatic solution to the SBA's lack of political
of other people to get to know. As for who not to fortitude at standing up to pressure from the admeet, that is debatable and not for this column. ministration to take away our student-fee funded
Just b~ware of those who are overly eager to pro- beer.
vide you with outlines for class.es. Chances are
The tough news is that there has always been
their intentions are not aimed at your academic
improvement. Good luck.
stellar officiating provided by the VU baseball
team and they continue to do a great job. There is
no causal connection between the 3L class winDear Barely Legal,
I am sitting in Professor Lind s Civil Proce- ning every year and some implicit form of cheatdure class and I'm very nervous because I just ing. Please relax and remember that you too will
read that she has a strict attendance policy and eventually be a 3L.
I'm prone to be late. What should I do?
-Justin Barkley
Regards,
Jon & Kelly
Dear Jus~in,
Please adhere to generic coach advice. To be
Jon Berbari and Kelly Kruger are both 3Ls
early, is to be on time. To be on time, is to be late. and can be reached at jon.berbari@gmail.com
And to be late is to not even bother showing up. and kelly. kruger@valpo. edu
This is especially true in your case because Professer Lind enjoys dismissing any late arrivals.

BY SEAN HATFIELD
Columnist

The Incredible Hulk
ne star is simply too generous ... First, the
Kansas Jayhawks are once again a National
Championship basketball team. Second, go
and see The Dark Knight if you have not done so
already- it's @#$%1\o/o awesome. But wha,t can be
said about The Dark Knight that has not been said
·already? Exactly, it's @#$/\1% awesome and we will didacy. It looked good in the previews, but when you
sit down to watch it, it's nothing but bad acting and
leave it at that.
Now let us take it down a notch (or ten) and ad- cheesy antics. Mind you, the movie did ,have some
dress the senseless tragedy that was The Incredible potential. How you can you go wrong with two stars
Hulk. Not to be confused with the other senseless like Ed Norton and Tim Roth? And the story itself
tragedy, The Hulk. Confused? Me, too. Why would wasn't too bad- a crazy doctor (Ed Norton) gains
anyone think it was a good idea to remake a movie powers by accident and must use them to stop some
that bombed so badly it made Species II look good crazy soldier named Abomination, who has similar
-a remake, mind you, of a movie that came out only powers. Frankly, Abomination was aptly named, as
5 years ago! Honestly, it's enough to make you want his final demise - the end of the movie - was exactly
to type out more keyboard symbols in utter frustra- that.
tion and anger. @#$%/\ Hollywood.
What then shall we do to alleviate the sour taste
This film was a little bit like Barack Obama's can- this movie leaves? We should go rent Ed Norton and

0

Tim Roth movies that are good and have no ridiculous GCI graphics. Let's start with Tim. For those
of you who dig a little Shakespeare and enjoy witty
banter without the aid of ridiculous GCI graphics, try
Rosencrantz and Guildenstem Are Dead. Circa 1991,
this movie takes two minor characters from Hamlet
and follows their inevitable and largely unassuming
march towards fate. After that; move your attention
to Ed Norton. Norton is arguably one of the most versatile character actors in Hollywood today. Everyone
likes Fight Club. Everyone likes Red Dragon. You
like Primal Fear because you are in l-aw school. But in
my humble and often correct opinion, nothing beats
Rounders. It's a simple, tightly made movie about two
average guys (one of whom is in law school) trying
to pay off their debts by playing cards. Grab a couple
of friends and a case of beer and I promise those two
movies will give you one great night of cinema.
Sean is a 3L and can be reached at sean.hatfield
@valpo.edu

,.-,-,-- -

BY BRETT STEIN
Columnist
The Hold Steady- Stay Positive
here is something about The Hold Steady's
newest release that immediately sucks you in.
The first song, "Constructive Summer," blares
out of the speakers with scorching guitars and just a
dash of keyboard that makes you want to stop what
you are doing and sing along. Another standout track,
"Sequestered in Memphis," is the kind of track you
might expect-to hear at any halfway decent bar located anywhere in the Midwest. This effort sees the b~nd
making a concerted effort at telling a story from start
to finish and for the most part they achieve their goal
m a convincing
fashion.

T

T h e
H o I d
Steady
have
always been
a
very
capable
band and
on each of
their first
three albums they teased listeners with good songs that were
sometimes a bit short of their full potential. The musical diversity displayed on "Stay Positive" belies the
band's looks, which vary between rabbinical students
and grizzled Ph.D students. Singer Craig Finn does
not possess a pure singing voice, but he oonveys every bit of emotion found in the lyrics on every track.
He simply gets the most out of what he has and listeners are left with no choice but to listen to one of the
year's best albums.
The title track gets my vote for the year's best
track that makes you want to jump and pump your
fist in the air. For those who pay close attention there
is also a bonus track tossed in at the end that continues the theme of the album with piano mixed in over
loud guitars. If you are not familiar with The Hold
Steady, this album is not a bad place to start and if

you like what you hear, their previous releases, "Almost Killed Me," "Separation Sunday," and "Boys
and Girl in America" will likely not disappoint. 9
out of 10.

Lil Wayne - Tha Carter III
aspy voiced New Orleans native Lil Wayne,
who has previously made his presence felt by
guest starring on every rap album since 2001 ,
has. finally achieved what he set out to do -become
the best rapper in the game. It is due primarily to his
reluctance to give up all the quirks that makes him so
unique. Amazingly, Lil Wayne does not write down
a single word 9r lyric for any song he records, going
straight from memory. He ct:_oons above bass laden
beats, and along with guest vocalist Jay-Z on "Mr.
Carter," displays all of the qualities that make him the
preeminent artist on the scene.
One thing that fans of Lil Wayne are not lacking
is fresh material, as he routinely puts out a ton of free
music via mix tapes. His songs never seem to get old,
nor do his releases fail to raise the bar over previous
efforts. On "Tha Carter III," Wayne gets intensely
personal with many of the lyrics and patient listeners
are invited into a world that most can only imagine.
Though he has been in the news recently for legal
reasons, there is no doubt that most other rappers are
playing catch up to Mr. Carter. Even though he has
seemingly been on the scene forever, Lil Wayne won't

Coldplay - Viva La Vida or Death and All
Friends

l)iS

R

turn 26 until the end of September and he has already
started work on "Tha Carter IV," which
could be released as early as 2009.
Fueled by the first single "Lollipop",
Lil W!iyne became the first rapp~r to sell
a million copies of an album in its first
week of release since 2005 and it went
double platinum just nine weeks after being released. Now, Mr. Carter is able to
enlist up and coming stars and veteran
rappers on his album with ease instead
of always being the one appearing on
their albums. Even casual rap fans can
find tracks to enjoy on this album, which
achieves a rare 10 out of 10

P

erhaps no mainstream band takes more flack
today ~rom fans and non-fans fo~ fai~ing to be
one thing (they are not U2) while stmultaneously being another (a remarkably solid ban9). It is
clear that the band will not duplicate the success of
their first two albums, but "Viva La Vida or Death
and All His Friends" is certainly a huge improvement
from the disappointing "X&Y," which lacked -fire,
direction and cohesiveness. This effort starts with
the instrumental "Life in Technicolor," which builds
slowly into a crescendo and lets the person listening
know that they are in store for something m ore than
ordinary. The album isn't without its missteps, h owever, and one track that seems out of place is " V iolec
Hill." The band appears to take a page out o f U2 's
book, trying to produce a political anthem and the
end result is decidedly mixed. Standout tracks include "Cemeteries of London," "Lost! " and the second radio single, "Viva La Vida." As Chris Martin
sings on the title track, _"the old king is dead, long live
the king." As a band that has made its living writing
piano-laden ballads, this album stands out as a step
in the direction of a band looking to broaden its horizons with soaring guitars and dashing melodies.
This clearly is not the old Coldplay and die hard
fans may have trouble truly loving this album but casual and new fans are certain to like a lot of what
they hear on this record. It is usually tricky when
a band tries to reinvent itself but Chris Martin and
company should be applauded for taking the criticism
of their previous release to heart and not being content to pump out new material clothed in the safety of
sounding like "Parachutes" or "A Rush of Blood to
the Head." 7 out of 10, so it's worth a listen but it's
not an instant classic.

Brett Stein is a 3L and can be reached at brett.
stein@valpo. edu.
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SPORTS

BEIJING REDOUX
BY RACHEL SHARRON
Cop11 Editor
ow that the 2008 Summer
Olympics have concluded, and
NBC was left with no choice
but to stop plugging 8-8-08 as if it
wasn't desperate for ratings. Could we
be any more obvious here guys?
For those of you living so far under
a rock you might as well be digging a
tunnel to China or those actually living
on the dark side of the moon, I'll do a
quick recap. The US won a grand total
of 110 meda: 36 gold, 38 silver and 36
bronze. The US won the most overall
medals by 10, but trailed first-place
China by 15 in the race for the most
Golds.
In swimming, Michael Phelps won
8 gold medals, one literally by about
the length of a -fingernail, which beat
the previous record of seven set by
Mark Spitz at the Munich Games of
1972. Phelps made a similar attempt in
the 2004 Athens Summer Games, but
was unsuccessful.
Team USA also found success in
Women's Beach Volleyball as Kerri
Walsh and Misty May-Treanor won
their second consecutive gold medal.
The Men's Volleyball t~am also took
home gold by going 8-0 and defeating
Brazil in the final match up.
While there were some disappointments for Team USA, a silver medal in
Softball and struggles in both Track and
Field and Boxi~g against the competition. Perhaps nowhere, though, were
disappointments more evident than in
Women's Artistic Gymnastic~.
Shawn Johnson, the 2007 AllAround World Champion, had been
touted as both the next Mary Lou Rettonand Kim Zmeskal, and was expected to emerge as the All-Around champion. Nastia Liukin, on the other hand,
was expected to put up high scores,

N

especially on the uneven bars and balance beam, and medal more than once.
Both girls were also supported by a
talented team, which included Alicia
Sacramone, Chellsie Memmel, Bridget
Sloan and Samantha Peszek.
The main downfall of the Women's
team seemed to be the new and "improved" scoring system for gymnastics,
although some falls and minor bobbles
during preliminary competitions did
not help either.
Both Men's and Women's Artistic Gymnastics unveiled new scoring
methods in 2006 for two main reasons:
(1) to combat the growing difficulty
in receiving a perfect 10, and (2) the
jl!dging errors on the rings in the Men's
competition at the Athens' Games.
· During the Athens' Games, American Gymnast, Paul Hamm, won the
All-Around competition and was the
first American man to earn that title.
However, in the second to last round
of competition, Korean gymnast Yang
Tae-Young was incorrectly docked .l
of a point for his performance on parallel bars. Had Tae-Young been scored
correctly he would have lead Hamm by
.051 going into the last rotation. TaeYoung won the Bronze at the Games,
and the results were appealed to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS).
But because the South .Koreans didn't
offi.cially protest until after the Games,
the results were allowed to stand. The
international gymnntastics federation
(FIG) did not want a similar incident to
happen again in Beijing.
Even if Tae-Young had been correctly scored for his parallel bars routine, there is no guarantee that he would
have won Gold and the All-Around title
because the scoring error occurred with
one more rotation left in the competition. And no one except perhaps Nostradamus or the ladies with the Psychic
Friends Network could possibly know
how that last rotation might have played

out. In that sense CAS got it right, but particular routine. The Panel A judgperhaps it might have been fairer to es start with a 0 point value, and add
have readjusted the standings and med- points for requirements met, skills, and
als, if necessary, by giving Tae-Young connected skills, but only the 10 most
his .1 points back instead of dismissing difficult skills performed by a gymnast
count towards the score awarded by
the issue on a technicality.
Instead, we're now left with a new these judges.
The new scoring system is supscoring system which is, "crazy, terrible, the stupidest thing that ever hap- posed to reward artistry and execution,
pened to the sport of gymnastics" ac- therefore, relieving some pressure on
cording to Bela Karolyi, as quoted in gymnasts to perform routines of high
The New York Times. I completely difficulty, but based upon the results of
the Beijing Games, I'd say it fails to do
agree with Bela.
that.
Part of the reason for the change
Each event has specific requirein
scoring
methods was due to the fact
ments that a gymnast must meet in
performing his or her routine and each that it was getting increasingly difficult
move, or skill, that a gymnast performs for gymnasts to have a 10.0 start value
in the course a routine has a specific for their routines. Base scores kept
difficulty rating assigned to it. Bonus dropping to a final low of 8.6, and the
points are awarded for performing dif- FIG would re-evaluate skill difficulty
ficult skills or by connecting different after each summer Olympics, increasing it most of the time.
skills together.
To the best of my knowlege, how·under the old scoring system, each
routine had a start value which was ever, the FIG is not required to increase
assigned based on a 10.0 system. A skill difficiulty, nor is the FIG locked
routine's start value w~s calculated by into increasing difficulty by a set
adding bonus points to the base score amount. Perhaps the better fix would
of a routine, the score a gymnast would have been. to keep the scoring system
get for performing all the requirements that had worked for 80 years as it was
for a given event. The ~oal for gym- judging, or human, error that potennasts and coaches was to get the start tially cost Tae-Young the Gold and not
value of each routine as close to 10.0 the scoring system itself.
Besides, the ·new scoring system
as possible because in competi~ions, a
hasn't
fixed the problems anyway. A
gymnast's score for his or her performance is the start value less deductions fall is supposed to be an .8 deduction,
jor steps, falls, execution, poor form, or which is .3 more than under the old
other mistakes. Even if it sounds a little system. If the system -is designed to
complicated, it was actually pretty sim- reward artistry and execution as well
as difficulty, then how does a gymnast
. pie, score= start value- deductions.
The new system, on the other hand, who falls while landing her vault beat
involved two sets of judges, judging one who sticks it? After all, the name
two different aspects of a gymnast's of the sport is ARTISTIC gymnastics;
performance: Panel A judges the dif- ·poor execution and artistry should not
ficulty and technical content of each be totally trumped by difficulty, esperoutine, Panel B judges artistry, com- cially under the new scoring system.
position, technique and execution. The
scores of both sets of judges are com- Rachel is a 3L and can be reached at
bined to form the gymnast's score for a rachel.sharron@valpo. edu

Recreational Sports at Valpo
BY RACHEL SHARRON
Copy Editor

T

here is -little doubt that law
school is a stressful endeavor
for most, if not all, who attempt it. Exercise can be a fun way
to relieve stress for many.
The Valparaiso University Rec-

reational Sports Office (Rec Sports)
offers many opportunities for students to exercise by providing both
intramural sports and exercise facilities throughout the school year.
Rec Sports hosts one-day events and
tournaments like the fall Golf outing and the Billiards, Table Tennis
and Foosball tourney in January, as
well as traditional intramural sport
leagues, such as soccer, football,
volleyball and softball.
"Individual events cost two dollars per student, and the leagues cost
twenty-five dollars per team," says
Adam Depew, Assistant Director of
Recreational Sports. For leagues,
there is also a twenty-five dollar forfeit fee, but it's refundable if a team
does not forfeit a game during- the
season, and the _fee is tr~nsferable if
the same tea~ decides to play an-

other team sport during the same
academic year, says Depew.
According to Depew, there is
one restriction. If a student lettered
in a particular sport in college, he or
she must wait one year before participating in that sport through the
Intramural Leagues.
The Rec Sports Office also
provides other opportunities for
students to exercise beyond the intramural sports. There is a Cardia
Fitness Center which includes rac-quetball courts, and work-out facilities. There is also an indoor track
that is available to students except
during home basketball games and
when a ' Valparaiso University Varsity team is using the track. All
of these amenities are free for students.
There are also opportunities for

students to work as paid officials
for the intramural leagues. The Rec
Sports office provides all the training, and no licensing is required.
The deadlines for entry for
some of the fall intramural leagues,
including soccer, flag footpall, ultimate frisbee, and the golf outing
are in early September. Other fall
sports, such as co-ed volleyball,
co-ed flag football, baseketball, the
dodgeball tournament, indoor soccer, as well as others have various
entry deadlines throughout the fall
semester.
For more information, please
contact the Rec Sports office at:
464-521), or via e-mail at: adam.
depew@valpo.edu.

Rachel is a 3L and can be reached
at rachel.sharron@valpo.edu
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Hometown:
Vidallia, GA

Undergraduate School:
Undergraduate School:

Miami University (No, not the
one in Florida, the real Miami
University in Oxford, OH.)

Undergraduate 1Yajor:
Political Science and History,
the traditional majors that give a student no employment opportunities other than a career in taw.

Family: ·My dad, Ji:ffi, owns a small insurance
defense law firm in Chicago. My mom, Sandy, works
as a pediatric nurse. My younger sister, Stephanie,
recently graduated from college and is seeking a job.
My youngest sister, Nicole, just began her first year
as an undergraduate at Boston College.
What did you do this summer? I held a summer
associate position at a mid-sized litigation firm in
Chicago working primarily on medical malpractice
and premises liability matters. I hope to receive an
offer to return to the firm next fall in a permanent
capacity.
What is your favorite class so far this semester?
I am pleased that Valpo Law decided to offer a
litigation drafting class this year. I enjoy "practical"
classes and hope to expand upon my knowledge in
this area. I am also looking forward to the medical
malpractice class.
Any advice for the 1Ls?
Any 2L or 3L student will inform you that the walls
ofValpo Law are very thin. You should realize early
on that everyone will know about your personal matters no matter what you do. At this point in time,
even the nice ladies in the lunchroom apparently
know who I am dating. My next point of advice
probably-comes too late for most of you, but I would
recommend saving the $100 you were planning to
put towards a parking pass. Only after purchasing
the pass will you realize that there is adequate parking on the street around the school and that you are
paying to park on gravel. Furthermore, there have
been several reported accidents within the last two
years in which cars parked in the lot were hit by other
moving vehicles. Considered yourself forewarned.
Do you plan to get involved in any organizations this year? I do not, but I usually attend all
SEA-sponsored events. All lL students should
make it a point to attend the upcoming boat cruise
in Chicago (hopefully it is still happening this year)
and the Halloween party at the legendary Old Towne
Banquet Center.
What was your favorite blockbuster of the summer? I particularly enjoyed screen gems such as
Made of Honor & Mamma Mia! All jokes aside, I
would highly recommend viewing Dark Knight if
you have not yet seen it.
w-hat do you think about Biden as the Democratic
VP nominee? I am quite politically conservative and
hold no opinions on Mr. Biden.
What was your favorite event in the Beijing
Olympics? I did not get a chance to watch as much
of the Olympic coverage as I would have liked, but
I thought the most exciting events I saw were the
men's swimming and women's gymnastics events. ·
Now after California, which do you think will be
the next state to legalize gay marriage? Probably
North Dakota or Wyoming.
What can we do to get Justice Scalia back for
the Swygert competition this fall? I believe all it
will take is a single phone call from Professor Ed
Gaffney.

Georgia State University
JntJ'er12'rar.rua,t£ Major:

U11dergraduate Major:

major in
nthropology and Native
can Studies

Political Science
& International Affairs

vvuun::

Family: I have one of those. . .Mom and Dad are
doctors, and my sister's a lawyer.
What did you do this summer? I used my summer to plumb the depths of higher academia with
Professor Telman's Business Associations class.
In addition to my academic adventures, I had a tawdry romance with the beaches of Northwest Indiana,
took a road trip to Buffalo, NY, and also enjoyed the
fine arts at a Dragonforce Concert.
What is your favorite class so far this semester?
How can you make me choose? I like them all.
Any advice for the lLs? Lunch at Duffy's tastes
better on Friday afternoons after you tum in Legal
Research assignments.
__
Do you plan to get involved in any organizations
this year? I heard a rumor in the Atrium that I'm a
copy editor with the Forum. You might also see me at
a few Law Libertarians meetings this year... but only
if there's free pizza.
What was your favorite blockbuster of the summer? Pineapple Express. It wasn't the modem-day
remake of Citizen Kane that I was expecting, but it
was still pretty funny. Rounding out the top 3 were
Step Brothers and Dark Knight.
.
What do you think about Biden as the Democratic
VP nominee? I'm supposed to have an opinion
about the democratic process? Let me check what
Wikipedia says. . .
·what was your favorite event in the Beijing
Olympics? Womens' Super-Heavyweight Weight
Lifting.
Now after California, which do you think will be
the next state to legalize gay marriage? Hmmm .. .I
guess it will be a tie between Idaho and the imaginary State of Sin on Berner's Crim final.
What can we do to get Justice Scalia back for the
Swygert competition this fall? Write a lot of really
nice letters politely saying, "Pretty pretty please with
sugar on top come back to Valpo." We should also
throw in a lot of coupons for free ice cream at Valpo
Velvet.
How do you feel about all of the construction
going on in Valpo right now? I love it. The construction guys are totally my BFFs now.
How do you feel about all of the construction going
on in Valpo right now? I was amazed that upon my
return to Valpo, I could actually drive on Route 30
without any risk of getting a flat tire and being left
stranded on the side of the road. Furthermore, I
could not help but notice the beautiful new fa9ade
of the Lincolnway Laundry/Bahama Tan facility as
well as the fact that the City wisely chose to keep
eastbound Lincolnway as a one-way street amidst
the apparent expansion. I was also pleased that
the local Jimmy John's was able to quickly recover
from recent storm damage and has now taken steps
to improve its exterior appearance by placing some
type of large, unpainted wooden structure on the roof
of its building.

Family: Mother, Father, and Brother
What did you do this summer? Quit my job

in real estate development! Whehew! And then
spent a month hanging out at the beach. .
What is your favorite class so far this semester? Civil Procedure. It's confusing, but I like
it.
Any advice for the lLs? Not really. I need the

advice!
Do you plan to get involved in any SBA organizations this year? Yes, I do. I think law

school and this law school particularly truly
opens up doors for students. My undergrad
institution had 30,000 students and a seeming
lack of extra-curricular activities. I have been
impressed with everything here at Valpo.
What was your favorite blockbuster of the
summer? Batman: The Dark Knight
What do you think about Biden as the
Democratic VP nominee? I think its good

that he picked someone with some experience.
It would not have been my choice, but Jolin
Edwards screwed that one up.
What was your favorite event in the Beijing
Olympics? Beech Volleyball. Have you seen

those chics! !?!
Now after California, which do you think will
be the next state to legalize gay marriage?

Don't care. It's a state's rights issue. I just hope
that it remains a state's right and the federal
gov't does not come in an continue to encroach
upon our great Republic.
·
What can we do to get Justice Scalia back for
the Swygert competition this fall? Money??
How do you feel about all of the construction
going on in Valpo righ't now? Construction is

always a good sign. In my last line of business,
if I rode through one of our construction sites
and did not hear the music of swinging hammers, it meant we were not making any money.
For an institution such as Valpo, the construction
is a sign of progress
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LEGAL MOVIE TRIVIA
1. In this I 994 film, Susan Sarandon starred as a lawyer who represented a
young boy who had witnessed a Mafia hit.
2. Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn starred as married lawyers whoopposed each other in court in this 1949 film.
3. In this 1997 film, a hotshot lawyer gets more than he bargained for when he
learns his new boss is Lucifer himself.
4. This 1992 movie starred Jack Nicholson as Colonel Nathan R. Jessep, who
told Tom Cruise, "You can't handle the truth!"
5. Woody Harrelson starred in this 1996 film portrayal of the trial of a renowned
porn publisher and how he became a defender of free speech for all people.
6. Reese Witherspoon became one of the most sought-after actresses in Hollywood after ridiculing the elitism of Harvard Law in this 2001 film.
7. In this 1996 film, starring Alec Baldwin and Whoopi Goldberg, the widow
of murdered civil rights leader Medger Evers and a district attorney struggle to
finally bring the murderer to justice.
8. This 2007 movie stars George Clooney, as an attorney known as "The Fixer"
in his law firm, who comes across the biggest case of his career that could produce disastrous results for those involved.
9. In this 1993 film, Tom Cruise is recruited by a prestigious law firm that he
gradually learns has a very sinister background.
10. This 1982 movie stars Paul Newman as a lawyer who sees the chance to
salvage his career and self-respect by taking a medical malpractice case to trial
rather than settling.
11. In this 1991 film starring Kevin Costner, a New Orleans D A discovers
there's more to the Kennedy assassination than the official story.
12. This 1996 film stars Matthew McConaughey as a young lawyer defends a
black man accused of murdering two men who raped his 10-year-old daughter,
sparking a rebirth of the KKK.
13. In this 1997 film, Jim Carrey plays a lawyer who finds he is physically incapable of telling a lie.
14. When AIDS-stricken Tom Hanks is fired by a conservative law firm because
of his condition; a homophobic small-time lawyer is the only willing advocate
for his wrongful dismissal suit in this 1993 film.
15. In this 2007 film, Ryan Gosling stars as an attorney intent on climbing the
career ladder toward success and finds an unlikely opponent in a manipulative
criminal he is trying to prosecute.

Monthly

Photo Contest

The first person to correctly identify the mystery photo above will win a

$15 gift certificate to Pikk's Tavern.
E-mail your responses to forum@valpo.edu

3201 E. Evans Avenue 1Valparaiso, IN 46383
www.inmansvalpo.com

WEDNESDAY
$1.50 PER GAME, $1.50 SHOE RENTAL
ALL DOMESTIC DRAFT PITCHERS $5.95
ALL DOMESnC DRAFT 14 OZ $1.50
ALL WELL DRINKS $1.50
DOMESTIC BOTTLES $2.00

THURSDAY
COLLEGE NIGHT!

$1.00

PER GAME,

9 PM - MIDNIGHT
$1.00 SHOE RENTAL

4

::=

TRY OUT ONE OF OUR 10-WEEK SHORT-TERM
LEAGUES. A GREAT WAY TO HAVE FUN!

_ _
3 6 9

NEW LEAGUE!

AUTOMATIC. STRIKE IN FRAMES 3, 6, & 9.
HIGHER SCORES & AVERAGES!
LEAGUE STARTS: SEPT. 8 @ 9 PM
PIZZA PARTY AND TROPHIES ON LAST NIGHT OF LEAGUE!

~Try our new wings!~

Cartoons Courtesy of the USBIC Educational Foundation.
·~I

~pUOJS: AIIU~~'1

'9

lUAld All13'] 'SA ~JdO~d ~qJ,
u~w pooo M.~ d v
~lB:)OAPV s, EA~Q ~lll
qrn s,mupy

·s

113~'1 '113~'1

'tl
'£1

·z

lU~!J;) ~qJ,

'1

~unpuJd

u~qdpp13gqd

v

'ZI

)ldf

·u

P~Pl~A ~lll

'01
'6

n~

ol

~mn.

Ull~d ~qJ,

UOlA13J;) pmp~JAJ:
SlSOqO

~dd~SS!SS!JAJ:JO

'8
'L

·p
'£

SNt!M.SNY YIAIN.L

as

II 12 P AOIOI

From the Editors to our Loyal
should be reading.
If you have any suggestions or comments for improving The Forum, we
would like to hear them, both the good
and the bad. If you enjoy reading The
Forum, we would like to know why. We
want to open the lines of communication between The Forum and alumni.
We take pride in the work we do here
and enjoy the opportunity to send The
Forum to you.
During the coming school year The
Forum will be sent to as many alumni
as possible, as often as possible. Unfortunately, The Forum cannot be sent
to everyone every month. This means
that not everyone who is reading
this month's edition will receive next
months. Yet, we want all alumni of the
Law School to have the opportunity to
read and enjoy The Forum. Nevertheless, it takes approximately $5 a year
to send The Forum to an alumnus. The
Forum has no intention of instituting a
subscription fee. Instead, we are asking
you to consider becoming a patron of
the The Forum.
Last year, 25 alumni became patrons of The Forum. Their support helped

Dear Alumnus,
The Forum is a publication of the
Valparaiso University School of Law.
The newspaper you hold in your hand
was written and produced by VUSL
students. The purpose of The Forum is
to provide a place for thoughts and
ideas, and also a source of information
on happenings at the Law School and
beyond.
The Forum is an independent publication of the Law School. This independent status affords us the freedom to
publish articles we may otherwise be
unable to. However, this independent
status also requires us to obtain most
of our funding from owtside the Law
School. We rely on advertising and the
occasional donation to publish the
newspaper each month.
The newspaper is read by students,
·faculty and alumni. It is published for
the students, and sent to alumni as a
service. Although The Forum is targeted at students, we enjoy getting feedback from any and all of our readersyou were law students once too, and
you may know better than us what we

Reader~

us send copies of the Forum to o I I Of
VUSL's alumni for several months. this
year, our goal is to increase that n LJ rn.
ber. As with last year, we will be rec og.
nizing this year's patrons in every issue,
with special recognition in the oec ernber issue.
As long as you continue reading
and enjoying The Forum, we will do
everything in our power to continue
sending it.
Sincerely,
The Forum Editorial Board
Alecia Pehr,
Editor in Chief
Sari Crouch,
Managing Editor
Heather Looby,
Executive Editor
Abigail Huffer,
Production Editor

I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A PATRON:

-----:-_$5 (Bronze Level)

$15 (Silver Level) _ _ _ $30 (Gold Level)

----

_ _ _$50 (Platinum Level) - - - -$100 (Diamond Level)

Other

-----

_ _ _Please keep my name on the mailing list. ___Please remove my name from the list.

Name: - - - - - - - - - - Address: -------------------------------------

Please make checks payable to The Forum. Return this form to: The Forum, VUSL, 656 S. Greenwich Street,
Valparaiso, IN 46383, or e-mail us at: forum@valpo.edu.

